
  Significant Assignment Dates & Additional Guidelines:

MEDP 292, Basic Reporting, Section 1, Spring, 2009, 

Monday, Thursday, 11:10-12:25 p.m. Room 470HN
(revised for February 23 class)

Text: The Elements of Journalism (revised edition), by Kill Kovach & Tom Rosenstiel. The Elements of Style, Fourth Edition (Paperback), by William Strunk, Jr. and E.B. White. There will also be handouts.

Students will also be provided the URLS for material pertinent to class. Handouts may be provided during the semester. 
This handout provides information about:


- Deadlines for drafts of articles, research/reporting assignments, reading assignments, other important dates. Students are subject to unscheduled quizzes until the instructor announces an end date. The dates for the collection of stenographic note books will be announced in class.


- Deadlines for rewrites of required and optional articles are given in class. Please note: First-person articles are not accepted unless the instructor gives permission. News shorts/briefs must be at least 400 words long with a minimum of three interview sources.


- Sometimes news shorts/briefs will be assigned as take-home homework, sometimes as in-class writing assignments. The instructor will provide specific directions, and students should contact the instructor if they are confused. In-class assignments and news shorts are graded according to the guidelines of Category 1 on the syllabus handout.


- Not included on this sheet are dates for in-class writing assignments (this will be explained in class).


- Regarding research assignments. One of the purposes of this kind of homework is to familiarize students with the workings of the College, especially about where the power and influence lies. Succinctly: Journalists are suppose to be knowledgeable about their communities and the communities’ spheres of influence. “Research exercises” are an introduction to that concept. Another purpose is to communicate to students the importance of research.

- Regarding assignments designated as “news shorts” or “news briefs” or “in-class”: Coursework of this type is used to supplement student learning without significantly increasing workloads. The instructor tries as muchas possible to have this kind of work done in class to help students with the more complex writing assignments.
FIRST REQUIRED ARTICLE, February 9. This assignment begins the communicative process between instructor and students along lines similar to the working rapport between reporters and their editors. It’s understandable that most if not all of the class have never written a news story for publication so this should be an interesting learning experience. Students must interview three Hunter students according to the course guidelines for this class and write what they believed to be a news story based on the interviews of the students about the most pressing concerns for them and their families and their communities regarding the economic crisis; 400 words minimum, more is certainly okay and can play an important role in the final grade. 

t is strongly suggested that students don't interview friends or roommates though they are certainly encouraged to interview the friends and associates of their friends as long as they are Hunter students.
Two MORE required articles: Five-hundred to 750 words each; articles can be longer than 750 words; those less than 500 words will be penalized; minimum of three interview sources (more is always better, less than three results in penalties). Students decide the order of their submissions. Dates for first drafts: March 12, March 30 for the following:

 
- Profile of a Hunter club. Students who belong to clubs cannot profile their clubs. Students cannot include interviews of their roommates. Instructor wants to know the name of the club before the first draft is submitted.  Reason? For the last several semesters, a few clubs have been the topics of multiple submissions. Check with me ASAP before you submit a draft for a club.

- An event at Hunter (Hunter-L provides one of the best lists of events; fm-l occasionally provides events). 
There are two optional articles. An "optional" article is not a substitute for any of the three "required" articles.
– The first optional article: Students can select a topic but must provide the instructor a written outline at least two weeks before the first draft is due, which is April 23, Thurday.  That written outline should include the specific interview sources and the theme/angle of the project. Students who fail to consult with the instructor will not be allowed to do this optional article. Minimum, 750 words, five source interviews.
– Regarding the second optional article: One draft only. The second optional article: Hunter sports, such as an interview of athletes and/or coaches about their seasons and/or team managers, trainers, members of the Hunter athletic department; students are not required to cover a sporting event, but can if they choose, however, interviews are still required. The sporting event, this instructor suggests, can be part of bigger story. This one is due May 14, last day of class. Minimum, 750 words, five source interviews.
Thursday, May 14 is the last day of class for this class.

Nomenclature: TBA = To Be Announced: Class time set aside  for guest speakers, field trips, movies and for "The Unexpected" not regularly scheduled nor anticipated.
January

26, Monday, first day of class: Introduction.

29, Thursday, Introduction continued.

February

2, Monday,

5, Thursday, Library

9, Monday, Due: Draft of first required article.
12, Thursday,

10, Tuesday, operating on a Thursday schedule, due, draft, first required writing assignment.

12, Thursday, NO CLASS

16, Monday, NO CLASS

19, Thursday
23, Monday, Text, Elements of Journalism, Wrapping up Chapter 4 if necessary; Wrapping up Chapters 1 and 2.

26, Thursday, Text, EOJ Chapter wrap-up if necessary; introduction to news, leads, direct quotes, attribution. Instructor leads, a lecturing, sort of.
March

2, Monday, Quiz, Elements of Style: punctuation, grammar, spelling. Continuing: News, leads, direct quotes, attribution. Instructor leads. Readings for this class, March 2, can be found in the Journalism 101 folder on Blackboard. 
5, Thursday, TBA.

9, Monday, EOJ Chapter 5.

12, Thursday, first draft, second required assignment. Wrap up of Chapter 5 if necessary.

16, Monday, Elements of Style – TBA, but probably a quiz. EOJ Chapter 6. 

19, Thursday, first research assignment. Description of Undergraduate Student Government and the various titles/positions assigned to its officers. Where and how USG can be contacted. At least one USG official must be interviewed. Description of the College Senate; Description of Student Caucus of the College Senate (this is not the same as the USG Senate). Description of College Association. For research assignments, students should always cite their sources of information and be as specific as possible about the source(s). Source attribution is important. Interviews can result in higher grades. Wrap up of Chapter 6 if necessary.
23, Monday, EOJ Chapter 7, 8.

26, Thursday, Wrapping up 7, 8 if necessary

30, Monday, third required writing assignment,
April

2, Thursday, TBA.

6, Monday, Description of the Ombuds Office; Description of the Faculty Student Disciplinary Committee; Explain the phrase: "Shared Governance" as it applies to Hunter College; How to do a grade appeal; Hunter's self-description; CUNY's self-description. Name of Hunter President. Provost and Dean of Hunter's School of Arts and Sciences. Name of CUNY Chancellor and the names of the Board of Trustees. For research assignments, students should always cite their source of information and be as specific as possible. Again, this is known as source attribution.

Spring Recess, Wednesday, April 8, to Friday, April 17.

20, Monday, TBA.
23, Thursday, first draft of first optional assignment.
27, Monday, EOJ, Chapter 9, 10.
30, Thursday, Wrap up of EOJ, Chapter 9, 10 if necessary.
May

4, Monday, Third Research Assignment: 1) Names of student's elected city, state and federal representatives. 2) Description of student's NYC Community Board (description should be at least 100 words and include specific information, such as where meetings are held and what communities are represented).

7, Thursday, TBA.
11, Monday, EOJ, Chapter 11, wrapping up EOJ and the semester; tightening any loose ends.
14, Thursday, first and only draft of second optional assignment. Wrapping up EOJ and the semester; tightening any loose ends.
14, Thursday, last class for the semester
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