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Spring, 2009, Basic Reporting, MEDP 292, Section 1

Monday-Thursday 11:10-12:25 p.m. Room 470HN
INSTRUCTOR:

Assistant Professor Gregg Morris, Room 500N; office phone, 212-772-4952; you can leave messages in my mailbox in the department office, Room 433N or at gmorris@hunter.cuny.edu. Office hours: Monday, Thursday, 3-4 p.m.; also by appointment.

THE CLASS:



This is an introductory news writing class, and students are required to submit articles to be published in the WORD,  hunterword.com, an online, faculty-supervised  publication. It is distinctly different from other basic reporting classes and almost all other writing courses in this department because its students are required to submit articles for publication. This class may be challenging for students who are only on campus one or two days a week. Why? Because the stories that students are expected to write for publication have to be based on the interviewing of Hunterites as well as the reporting of events related to campus. 

The class draws on the principles of writing workshops and production classes as well as the lecture-discussion format, though there is not much lecturing in class. Writing is about re-writing and serious writing classes require students to rewrite their article assignments. For this class, writing assignments usually require two rewrites. Occasionally, a third is allowed but excessive rewriting of an assignment degrades the learning experience.
MEDP 292 students engaged in real-world journalism that can significantly enhance the learning fundamentals of news writing, interviewing, reporting, copyediting and proofreading. This class will require students to review the fundamentals of libel and ethics. For this course, students develop portfolios that employers expect for internship and job candidates. Those considering careers in journalism or media need a portfolio of published articles in order to compete for the best internships, scholarships and part-time and full-time positions, not only for print and internet news media but many if not all other forms of media.

Basic reporting is also a good introduction for students considering advanced journalism classes. Students interested in careers in journalism and media should also take new media classes.

Student candidates for the best journalism and media positions should have several published articles of 500 to 750 words. However, a portfolio with substantially more published articles with lengths significantly more than 750 words can improve students' opportunities for internships and jobs. The instructor suggests that students try to develop as many as 12 by their junior year. This portfolio imperative also applies to students interested in careers in public relations, newsletter publishing and other media-related careers in communications.

REQUIRED TEXT: The Elements of Journalism (What Newspeople Should Know and the Public Should Expect), by Kill Kovach & Tom Rosenstiel. The Elements of Style, Fourth Edition (Paperback), by William Strunk, Jr. and E.B. White. There will also be handouts.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS: Web site of New America Media, a nationwide association of over 700 ethnic media organizations at http://news.newamericamedia.org/news/ and "Voices That Must Be Heard," http://www.indypressny.org/, which is published by New York Community Media Alliance, an organization that  supports more than 100 ethnic news publications in NYC. Other sites may be suggested as the semester proceeds.

ADDITIONAL Resources for class:


1) Students are required to subscribe to Hunter-l, the College listserv: http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/fda/hunter-L.html; students should read listserv guidelines so that they don't get into trouble or, also, so that they know how to get out of trouble.

2) The following URLs are sources of important information for this class, and wise students should refer to them ASAP:

a) Hunter's web site: http://www.hunter.cuny.edu.

b) http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ir/ - the Hunter Demographic factbook.

c) Identifying local elected officials:

(i) http://www.firstgov.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml

(ii) http://www.nyc.gov/html/cau/html/cb/directory.shtml
(iii)) http://www.lwvnyc.org/

(iv) http://www.nytimes.com/ref/politics/POLI_NAVI.html

3) Journalist's Toolbox provides lots of useful research information, http://www.journaliststoolbox.org/

SUPPLIES/CAVEATS/RELATED MATTERS:

1) Students need at least one cross-platform USB flash drive dedicated to this class. The USB must be brought to class for every class. 

2) Students are required to have two stenographic notebooks to record interview notes. The notebooks are important in corroborating the veracity and accuracy of articles and important for the instructor to help students with their articles. Penalties are severe for spurious notes and stories as well as for the content of stories, articles, news shorts and briefs that are not corroborated by notes. The penalties can range from F on assignments to F for the class as well as referral to the Faculty Student Disciplinary Committee, which has the authority to suspend students from College. The penalty for using notebooks other than stenographic notebooks: The final grade will be reduced by a grade.


3) Everyone is required to provide the instructor with email addresses ASAP even though student emails are available via Blackboard; included in the email to be sent to the professor should be full name and class section of sender. Students might consider using a second email to be published with their bylines that will be on their articles.

4) it is also suggested but not required that students subscribe to fm-l,  the department listserv: Email majordomo@shiva.hunter.cuny.edu and leave the subject line blank, write SUBSCRIBE fm-l (that's an "L" not a 1) in the body of message; fm-l is a source for department information regarding internships, classes, jobs, registration and sometimes gossip. However, this listserv has fallen on “hard times,” and savvy students should as early as possible cultivate a relationship with Career Development Services (located on the 8th floor of Hunter East) for internships and jobs. The earlier students learn to navigate this resource the better it can be for them.

5) In the course of the semester, the instructor may initiate additional rules orally or in writing. The supplemental rules are gospel just as the words written in this syllabus.

ATTENDANCE:

Mandatory. Five absences and the grade is F. Missing four classes usually results in lower grades. Students chronically late 20 minutes or more will be marked absent after a warning.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE:

Students are expected to pay attention in class. Those who do work in class unrelated to the course, such as, engaging in cyber chats, emailing, text messaging, cell-phoning, Internet surfing, reading texts unrelated to the class and any other behavior identified by the instructor as breaching classroom etiquette will be penalize. Penalties: There is one warning; a second violation results in an F for class participation and a third violation is F for the course.

Regarding homework, once the instructor announces the start of class students are not allowed to use class time to complete homework assignments due that day without the instructor’s permission. In other words, show up to class with completed assignments. The instructor can allow a few minutes for students to print assignments and do a little nip and tuck. Penalties: There is one warning; a second violation results in an F for the assignment and a third violation can be F for the course.

Last but not least: Disrupting class can result in a F for the semester as well as a reference to the Faculty Student Disciplinary Committee which can suspend students.

GRADING:

The writing assignments for this class are unlike writing assignments in other basic  reporting classes (or all other writing classes not taught by this reporter in this college). MEDP 292 writing assignments for publication are similar to exams even though a specified number of rewrites are allowed. Grades are based on quality of interviews, quality of writing, quality of reporting, quality of imagination and the observance of the rules and guidelines of this class.

Regarding research assignments. The purpose of this type of homework is to familiarize students with the workings of the College, especially about where power and influence lies as well as serve as a simple introduction to the dynamics of communities. Succinctly: Journalists are suppose to be knowledgeable about the communities and the communities’ spheres of influence. “Research exercises” are an introduction to that concept.

Regarding assignments designated as “news shorts” or “news briefs” or  “in-class”: Coursework of this type is used to supplement student learning without significantly increasing workloads. The instructor tries to help students accomplish in class as much of this kind work as possible to prepare students for the more complex writing assignments. 

- Category 1) 25 percent: Research/reporting assignments, class participation, quizzes, writing assignments designated as "news shorts" or “news briefs” or "in-class"   (these are not listed in the Significant Assignments Dates handout).

- Category 2) 25 percent: Grades on the required and optional news stories (not news shorts nor news briefs) are averaged.


- Category 3) 50 percent: Articles – such as sports, events, club and option(s) - accepted for publication (not news shorts nor “in-class” nor other writing assignments): 5 accepted, A; 4 accepted, B; 3 accepted, C; less than 3, F.
The instructor will not accept previously published material to count towards the final grade. Students who want to submit their stories/articles – content produce for this class -  to other publications and want to receive credit for them in this course must consult with the instructor first.

The information on the next page is very important.

penalties for plagiarizing, fabricating information and cheating are severe, ranging from F on assignments to F for the class as well as referral to the College's Faculty-Student Disciplinary Committee. Students should know that there is no statue of limitations for cheating.

From the Hunter College Senate: Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual honesty.
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