

June 21, 2005

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Please be advised that based upon the rather stupid, and ill-conceived, requirements imposed by the Region I planning committee for the conference for 2006 upon the proposed panel on the USA PATRIOT Act and its effects upon the people and the journalistic profession, including discussions of the media coverage of this Act, and the fact that if I accepted these requirements not only would I be sacrificing my journalistic integrity, but would also be embarrassed to be in the company of the Regional planning committee, I hereby withdraw this panel from the Regional.

Further, while recognizing that SPJ has provided a beacon for free press issues, media ethics, and “tools” training over the years and has been an important part of this profession, I also have noticed a separation of leadership from membership. This separation, while probably not vindictive or planned, is similar to the separation of any leadership in power from its constituents, but intolerable when it is an organization designed to represent journalists and to further the journalistic profession. Based upon a long history of specified and documented evidence of:

—the failure of SPJ leadership to accept and further different points of view within the profession; 

—failure to support its chapters; 

—failure to accept member input and suggestions; 

—failure to meet financial and journalistic standards for production of its yearly Journalist magazine, and refusal to accept member input into that magazine, which could have alleviated both financial and journalistic problems


—failure to accept input by members and certain chapter leaders and at least one regional director to consider the financial burden to members not subsidized by their chapters or employers to attend the 2004 convention in New York City;


—failure to accept suggestions from chapter presidents and chapter boards; 


—failure to provide for programs to encourage the membership and participation of younger reporters in all media by strengthening a backbone and framework to meet the needs of the younger members; 


—failure to correct deep-seated problems that have led to a significant reduction of membership;


—failure to speak out on critical social issues affecting our profession, with the exception of FOI and related issues;

—failure of leadership to accept and to implement a resolution passed by the delegates at a national convention to have SPJ consider workplace issues as an important part of an organization that has constantly trumpeted its mission as representing journalists; 


—failure to acknowledge the following: that while reporters investigate the sources of income for political candidates, and can often show a relationship between donors and actions and votes of those politicians, this organization “of journalists” has not looked inward, and has become too dependent upon its affiliations and financial dependency to corporate media; 


Therefore, I hereby refuse to renew my membership in the Society of Professional Journalists. (Although I have no doubt the “leaders” will argue with my points, based upon their failure to accept member input from long-time members, I doubt any further communication is advised or needed.) I also resign, effective July 1, 2005, as advisor to the Bloomsburg University student sub-chapter, and while I will mention SPJ as one of the organizations for journalists, I will not actively recruit students into SPJ. This resignation has NO relationship to the Keystone State professional chapter, which has struggled mightily to meet the needs of the profession and its members, and which has gone to lengths to accept all views as a base for its programs (both state and during regional planning two years ago), nor of the leadership of Vicky Katz Whitaker, former Region I and Region V director. 
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